
To our members we wish you all a happy and healthy 
2009. It was an extremely busy year just gone but we have 
accomplished so much. 
 
This year is set to be another busy year for the Historical 
Society, the museum and its archives. The research 
requests continue to increase and our researchers are kept 
extremely busy with obtaining information from the 
archives.   
 
Our computer girls are also plugging away, putting all the 
index cards onto databases. This is proving to be 
extremely helpful - a quick search of a name will quickly 
bring up all the history on that person. At the time of 
writing we are up to the ‘Cs’, so still a long way to go. 
 
We have databased over 2,000 photos (of 10,000+) and 

again, a quick search on the computer brings up 
the photograph and any relevant details. The 
original photos are now stored in acid-free 
sleeves in acid-free archive boxes. This means 
that they will be preserved and will not be 
handled. 
 
With the retirement of a couple of our regular 
volunteers, we are in need of some more willing 
helpers. Would you (or someone you know) like 
to 'adopt a room'? There's also cleaning of silver 
and general items, gardening and some men who 
are interested in looking after the machinery and 
maintenance would be welcome.  
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More volunteers needed …. 

Inverell District Family History Group to host the Royal Australian Historical 
Society & New England and North West Affiliated Societies' Regional Conference 

to be held Sat 28 & Sun 29 March 2009 

This conference will cover subjects such as  
 ‘Goonoowigall - Our Story, Growing Up at the 

Gully’ 
 Sharing Records and Stories in the Digital era 
 Researching the Environmental History of the 

Paterson Valley NSW 
 Researching women in Colonial Australia 
 The Catholic Diocese of Armidale: Writing its 

history 
 RAHS Annual reports 
 
Morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea provided, with a 
conference dinner on Saturday night. 
 
On Sunday there is an Historic Street Walk followed 
by a visit to Inverell Pioneer Village with a BBQ 
lunch. 
 
There will be a few people from the Museum 
attending as we have a wonderful reciprocal 
arrangement with our Inverell counterparts. 

 
If you are interested in attending this interesting 
conference, registration forms, together with the 
Program, are available at the Museum, Ferguson St & 
West Ave. Registration closes 12th March 2009 
 
Call Eve Chappell at the Museum on (02) 6732 1035. 
 
Contacts at Inverell are: 
 
Jean Pettit (02) 6722 1629 
Muriel Resta (02) 6722 1893 
Ann Hodgens (02) 6721 1487 
Email: familyhistory@northnet.com.au 
 
The conference will be held at: 

The Salvation Army Citadel 
Vivian Street, Inverell. 
 
 
 



Hours of Business: 
Mon - Fri  10.00am-12.00pm 1.00pm-4.00pm 
Weekends 1.00pm-4.00pm both days 
Long Weekends 9.00am-4.00pm 
 
Groups at any time by prior arrangement 
 
Closed: 
Good Friday, Anzac morning, Xmas Eve and Xmas Day 
Research: 
Appointments essential - phone, write or email 

Land of the Beardies History House Museum & Research Centre 

Cnr West Ave & Ferguson St (P O Box 371) 

Glen Innes NSW 2370 

Australia 

 

Phone:  (02) 6732 1035       Fax:  (02) 6732 1035 

Email:  gleninneshistory@auzzie.net 

Website: www.beardieshistoryhouse.info 

 

The Historical Society meets 2nd Monday of each month at 9.30am 

Wendy Watts accepted by the Powerhouse Museum Sydney in their 2009 
Regional Internship & Staff Exchange Program 

Congratulations to Wendy who has been 
accepted by the Powerhouse Museum Sydney 
to attend a week's internship in May. 
 
Wendy will learn about the workings of a large 
institution and, in particular, the cataloguing 
and conservation of costumes and textiles. 
On her return, she will be able to correctly 
catalogue and conserve the various costumes 

and textiles held in our Museum. An area in the 
Nurses' Home is currently being refurbished so 
that Wendy will be able to work competently 
and will also be able to hold training sessions 
for those that are interested on site. 

DO…. 
 

 Keep documents and photographs in original 
and permanent formats 

 Handle old documents with care using clean, 
dry hands. Surgical or lint-free cotton gloves 
may be used to protect documents from dirt 
and grease 

 Try to ensure that you keep your storage box 
in an area or room where air can circulate 

 Ensure you keep your storage box in a pest 
and insect free area 

 Always use genuine conservation quality 
archival materials e.g. acid-free 

 Label storage boxes clearly with their 
contents to minimize the need to search 
through boxes for specific documents or 
photographs 

 Try to keep your stored items at a constant 
temperature e.g. 13-18 deg C. 

 Use pencil e.g. 3B,4B to write on the back of 
photographs 

DON'T…. 
 
 Store anything in direct sunlight; ideally store 

in the dark 

 Use self-adhesive photograph albums 

 Use newspaper to wrap documents or line 
storage boxes 

 Use ordinary envelopes, files, coloured tissue 
paper or ordinary cardboard storage boxes 

 Use pens or felt tip markers on your articles 

 Use plastic bags of unknown quality, acetate 
or PVC. 

 Use pressure sensitive tape or adhesive tape 
(they are extremely difficult to remove; will 
leave a sticky residue and yellow over time) 

 Laminate a photo or document to preserve it. 
 Use rubber bands, staples, pins or metal clips 

as they begin to rust. 
 Fold items such as documents 

The Do's and Don’ts of Preserving your Family Treasures 

These are just a few tips from our Archival Research area to help you protect your documents and photos. We 
do not want to lose our history! 


