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ROSTER: We have over 200 members in our Museum, yet we have only 10 people to volunteer 

for door duty, so could people please think about giving 3hrs of your time to help out on a 

weekend. Jenny needs volunteers for door duty on the 4th Sunday of each month from 1pm to 

4pm and we have 5 Saturdays in this years calendar, April, July, October and December, 1pm-

4pm. Easter we need extra volunteers for Easter Saturday March 26th, Sunday 27th and Monday 

28th 9am-4pm as we have 2-3 volunteers each day. For the Celtic Festival we need extra 

volunteers for Wednesday 27th April through to Monday 2nd May, 9am-4pm, we will be serving 

authentic Celtic delicacies for morning & afternoon teas. Any donations for cooking and/or time is 
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CELTIC FESTIVAL: Starts Wednesday 27th April to Monday 2nd May and this year celebrates 

‘The Isle Of Man’, where the Bee Gees were born, and ‘Stayin Alive’ was their 1978 hit. We are 

now taking bookings for our Celtic evening ‘Stayin Alive with the Bee Gees’. Starting at 5pm on 

Thursday 28th April, cost is $20 and dinner will consist of modern Scandinavian recipes due to 

the island’s Viking heritage.   

ENTERTAINMENT: Kindly provided by the Caledonian Society celebrating a very special Disco 

Party with a spotlight on The Bee Gees, with disco balls and Kaleidoscope, so wear your finest 

70’s look. The Bee Gees will get you ‘Stayin Alive’. Bee Gees CDs & DVDs including ‘Freedom 

DVD’. Please ring the Museum on 02 6732 1035 to book. 

On Friday July 10 2009, music legends The Bee Gees were 

honoured with the freedom of the Borough of Douglas in the 

Isle Of Man. The town of their birth was recognising three of 

its most famous sons, Maurice, Barry and Robin Gibb. Barry 

and Robin returned to their birthplace to receive the honour, 

it includes the full conferment ceremony from inside 

Douglas Town Hall, exclusive interviews and specially 

commissioned footage of Douglas and The Isle Of Man with 

narration by Christine Collister on ‘Freedom DVD’, this is an 

essential memento for any Bee Gees fan . 
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HISTORY OF THE ISLE OF MAN: In 1406 the island was granted to Sir John Stanley by King 

Henry 4 after a century of disputes over ownership. It passed to James Murray, 2nd Duke of Athol 

in 1736. The Sovereignty was forcibly purchased by an act of the British Parliament and the 4th 

Duke of Athol disposed of his remaining property and privileges to the British crown in 1826. The 

Manx cat originated from the Island and legend says it was the last animal to board the Ark and the 

door was closed on its tail, hence no tail. The Isle is 572 sq klms and has a population of 84,497. 

They have their own Manx pounds equivalent to the British pounds and the language is English 

and Manx Gaelic. The national flower is a Cushag resembling a yellow daisy and they have their 

own national anthem.  

DANCE: The era of disco is best defined by the dance-centric movie ‘Saturday Night Fever’ 

starring John Travolta and music by the Bee Gees. The movie was full of decadence in the form of 

big afros, big bellbottoms and bigger platforms. The Glen Innes Folk Dance Group (Glen Innes 

Volkstanzgruppe) strut their way to the dance floor with the best John Travolta impersonation of 

the Stayin Alive line dance in the museum courtyard.  

Land of the Beardies History House Museum 

was honoured at the Australia Day awards by 

winning the best ‘Voluntary community 

organisation’. Eve Chappell was there to 

receive the award on behalf of the Museum 

and all our proud voluntary members. Pictured 

with Eve are fellow honourees from left 

Gordon Taylor ‘Citizen of the year’, Lynn Hill, 

‘Community event of the year’ and Mark 

Symons ‘Young Citizen of the year’. 

MAKE & MODEL: Can you make do as your grandparents did during the war years? Make a 

dress, jacket, child’s garment out of pre-loved garments and enter our wartime ‘Make & Model’ 

recycle fashion parade or have it modelled for you. Janome sewing machine for the overall winner 

with jewellery and other prizes for the winner of each section. There will be a uniform and fashion 

parade from WW1 and WW11 at the Glen Innes and District Services Club on Wednesday 20th 

April, doors open at 6.30 for 7.30 start, tickets $15, children are free but must be accompanied by 

an adult. Ticket holders will receive a free ‘goodies bag’ on the night, entry forms from Glen Fabric 

Barn, Knick Knackery or contact Marie Wharton on 0428 666 468 or 02 6732 2227,  

email: whartonmarie24@gmail.com                                                                                                   

Proceeds towards re-roofing of the nurses’ home at the History House Museum. 

THE FLAG: is a triskelion, 3 armoured leg with golden spurs 

on red background, an ancient symbol used by the 

Mycenaeans and Lycians which dates from the 13th century, 

was first used as the coat of armours or armorial bearings by 

island Kings of Norway in the 13th century, in the 14th century 

it was found on the Manx Sword of State and by the 17th 

century it was on coins of Isle Of Man. It has been the official 

flag since 1952.  
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