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Land of the Beardies 

History House Museum 

and Research Centre 

Historical Society Annual General Meeting 

  

The Glen Innes & District Historical Society held their 
Annual General Meeting on Monday 15 July 2013. 
 
The report from our President, Colin Price follows: 
 
"Our Society continues its strong record of achievement 
but also faces challenges.  Our membership numbers are 
excellent and reflect the fundamental interest in local 
history which is widespread within our community. We 
have maintained our wonderful level of volunteer effort 
with new participants becoming involved, however, our 
extensive opening hours present a challenge for weekend 
and holiday staffing. Members are active in 
administration, research, recording, preserving, 
accessioning, catering, gardening, maintenance, new 
displays and ever-present cleaning.  There is also the 
business of a museum - greeting and guiding visitors. 
 
The ease of internet family history research has motivated 
a new wave of enquiries for the authentic material from 
our Research section, with most enquirers being 
awestruck at the volume, ease of access and quality of 
our resources. 
 
We provide a great destination for local school groups 
and are popular with touring groups. The Glen Innes 
Examiner is a wonderful supporter of our Society and we 
are able to show our thanks in practical ways by storing 
their records and photographs and by supplying historical 
background for their articles when required. 
 
Our visitor numbers seem to be trending back up after the 
slump which affected all within Australia in travel. This 
is important for our ongoing viability. 
 
In closing I again thank our volunteers, our members and 
the broader Glen Innes community." 
 
The positions for the financial year 2013-2014 are as 
follows: 
 
Patrons: Ron Robinson, Jean Potter, Marie Wharton, 
Jeannie Ross Fraser 
President: Colin Price 
Secretary/Public Officer: Peter Lisberg 
1st Vice President: Colin Bulmer 
2nd Vice President: Valmae Burey 

Treasurer: Dulcie Banks 
Research Co-ordinator: Eve Chappell 
Obituaries: Jenny Thomas 
Scrapbook: Lucy Tomlinson 
Accession Registrar: Sandra Ingram 
Accession Assistant: Annette McCormack 
Librarian: Chris Orr 
Photographic Registrar: Annette Fearnley 
Membership Registrar: Annette Fearnley 
Textiles: Wendy Watts/Clare West 
Bulletin / Newsletter editor: Annette Fearnley 
Craft: Dulcie Banks 
Catering coordinators: Jennifer Hamel / Valmae Burey 
Maintenance: Peter Lisberg / Barry Slee 
Auditor: Skybridge Financial 
Solicitor: Mr Bill Liston 
 
To all the above we congratulate them on their respective 
positions.  History House looks forward to another prosperous 
year. 
 
For the financial year ended June 2013, the income was 
$55,791 ($60,893 for 2012).  Expenditure was  $50,592 
($61,008 for 2012). 
 
Still on the subject of the Annual General Meeting, Peter 
Lisberg explained that, due to time constraints on the 
accountant, it is no longer practicable to conduct the AGM in 
July, as we cannot get the audited books back in time. The 
logical response would seem to be to change to August.  This 
can be done in two ways - firstly, in order to change the 
Constitution, we can advertise, advise all members by mail 
and hold a special meeting.  Secondly, Section 109(i) of the 
Constitution says:  The Annual General Meeting shall be 

held so far as is practicable during July each year. 
 
If we accept that this is no longer "practicable", we can then 
declare that the AGM will, from 2014, be held during August. 
 
After some discussion, Peter Lisberg moved that: The 

meeting accepts that it is no longer practicable to hold 

Annual General Meetings during the month of July, due to 

accountant restraints and henceforth, the AGM of the 

Glen Innes & District Historical Inc., will be held during 

the month of August.  All members to be notified of this 

change in the next newsletter.  Seconded: Jennifer Hamel.  
Carried. 



Hours of Business: 
Mon - Fri  10.00am-12.00nn    1.00pm-4.00pm 
Weekends 1.00pm-4.00pm both days 
Long Weekends 9.00am-4.00pm 
 
Groups at any time by prior arrangement 
 
Closed: 
Good Friday, Anzac morning, Xmas Eve and Xmas Day 

Research: 
Appointments preferred - phone, write or email 

Land of the Beardies History House Museum & Research Centre 
Cnr West Ave & Ferguson St  (P O Box 371) 
Glen Innes NSW 2370 
Australia 
 
Phone:  (02) 6732 1035  
Email:  museum@gleninneshistory.com.au  OR 
 research@gleninneshistory.com.au 
Website: www.beardieshistoryhouse.info 
 
The Historical Society meets 2nd Monday of each month  at 9.30am 

As we are trying to update our membership list, we 
would be grateful if members who have computers, 
could email us, so we have your email address and also 
advise if you wish to receive your newsletters 
electronically.  There are times when there is something 
that may be of interest to our members in between 
newsletters that you may not be aware of.  We do use the 
The Glen Innes Examiner but some of our "out of 
towners" may not have access to that medium either.  So 
your help will be appreciated.  

Updating our member list 

Maintenance of the Museum 

There was a fair degree of maintenance carried out during 
the last financial year.  All the asbestos covered pipes were 
finally removed.  The outside toilet situated at the Nurses' 
Home was fully revamped.  All the damage caused by the 
lightning strike in December last year has been repaired, 
including the installation of a new fire alarm board. 
 
Of concern is the ongoing vandalism and graffiti.  With the 
help of  a grant from the RSL Sub-branch, we have been 
able to install CCTV and sensors which will capture both 
front and back of the museum which we hope will be a 
deterrent, or that we can catch the perpetrators. 
 
A major clean-up was conducted in the Nurses' Home with 
a skip bin being filled. 

Work is underway for displays of sewing machines and 
office equipment on the front verandah of the Nurses 
Home. 
 
Renewal of front wall panels along the wagon verandah, 
including replacement of 3-4 windows.  
 
Repairing and repainting of the front entrance 
 
Preparation to renovate the costume room which will entail 
a plan, costings etc. 
 
A grant to purchase a shipping container has been applied 
for (again) which will be used for additional storage of 
records.   

Projects Under Way 

Upcoming Events 

Until the end of the year, the Museum is trying out 
something different! 
 
Saturday 26th October 1.00pm-4.00pm, volunteers will be 
placed around the museum to talk with visitors and tell them 
something about the items they are viewing. 
 
Saturday 23rd November there will be a talk/seminar in the 
Catering Building which will include afternoon tea.  Full 
details will be available shortly and will be published in the 
Glen Innes Examiner and on the website. 
 
An evening tour commencing at 6.30pm will be conducted 
on  Saturday 28th December 2013. 

 

 

Grey Street 100 Years publication 

Volume II of the Grey Street (Eastern side) 100 years 
publication will be available prior to Christmas. 

 

 

 
It is with great sadness that we advise of the passing of 
Wendy Watts.  To her family, the Glen Innes & District 
Historical Society extend their deepest sympathies. 
 
Wendy, our Textiles Coordinator since 2004, was a very 
valuable and professional addition to our work team.  
 
Initially, to understand best practice particularly in dealing 
with historic costumes, she took an internship at the 
Powerhouse Museum in Sydney and was later appointed to 
the Advisory Committee for the Online Australian Dress 
Register, and uploaded images and details of a frock from 
our collection to the Register.   
 
She was instrumental in having Rebecca Pinchin, 
Powerhouse Museum Regional Services Coordinator hold 
a workshop here. 
 
Her evocative "Digger's Christmas" won at the Red Cross 
Christmas displays and she also took charge of the Celtic 
Room and with her advice we prepared the display for the 
2013 Celtic Festival acknowledging Scotland. 
 

Vale Wendy Watts 


