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Land of the Beardies 

History House Museum 

and Research Centre 

At the Annual General Meeting, held 16 July 2012, the following 
people retained their positions and we congratulate all office bearers 
and all the members who participate in one way or another to make 
the Historical Society, the Research Centre and the museum function 
so well. 
 
Patrons - Ron Robinson, Jean Potter, Jeannie Ross Fraser, Marie 
Wharton;  
President - Colin Price; 
Secretary/Public Officer - Peter Lisberg;  
1st Vice President - Valmae Burey;  
2nd Vice President - Zoe Boyd-Law;  
Treasurer - Dulcie Banks; 
Research Co-ordinator - Eve Chappell, 
Duty Clerk - Tracey Stiles;  
Auditors - Skybridge Financial 
Solicitor - Bill Liston 

Other members and their volunteering roles are: 
Jenny Thomas - Databasing of Index Cards/Obituaries; 
Lucy Tomlinson - Scrapbrook;  
Sandra Ingram, Annette McCormack & Jeannie Ross Fraser - 
Accessions; 
Chris Orr - Library;  
Annette Fearnley - Bulletin Editor/Newsletter/Membership register/
Photographic registrar;  
Wendy Watts and Clare West - Textiles; 
Craft - Dulcie Banks;  
Jennifer Hamel and Valmae Burey - Catering co-ordinators;  
Peter Lisberg and Barry Slee - Maintenance. 
 
The Society's income for the financial year ended 2012 was $60,893 
and expenditure for the same period was $61,008, a loss of $115. 
 
 

Historical Society Office Bearers for 2012/2013 

Historical Society now custodian of Arts Council material... 

History House is very pleased to be custodian of the Arts 
Council's dramatic productions and photographs over the years.  
As many of you know, the Arts Council has been an integral part 
of the community for many, many years and has provided 
wonderful entertainment usually performing three one-act plays; 
one three-act play and a 
musical at the end of 
the year.   
 
History House is 
currently trying to 
gather more photos and 
missing programmes 
over the years to add to 
the Arts Council's 
collection.  Sadly a lot 
of their material was 
damaged during a 
severe storm, so we are 
asking/pleading with 
the community to 
rummage through their 
albums to see if they 
have any photographs of past productions.  The years we are 
particularly interested in are the 1950s, 60s and 70s.   
 
If you can help, please contact Annette Fearnley at History 
House - she is there every morning five days a week.  She will 
be happy to scan your photos and return them to you 

promptly (unless you wish us to keep them).  All the material 

so far received from the Arts Council is now scanned and the 
original documents and photos are stored in our fireproof rooms in 
special archival boxes and sleeves.   
 
Below is an extremely poor copy of Trial by Jury in 1964 taken 

from The Examiner newspaper - does anyone have any photos of 

this production? 

Small but growing archived memorabilia from the  

Arts Council, stored in one of our fireproof rooms 



Hours of Business: 
Mon - Fri  10.00am-12.00nn    1.00pm-4.00pm 
Weekends 1.00pm-4.00pm both days 
Long Weekends 9.00am-4.00pm 
 
Groups at any time by prior arrangement 
 
Closed: 
Good Friday, Anzac morning, Xmas Eve and Xmas Day 

Research: 
Appointments essential - phone, write or email 

Land of the Beardies History House Museum & Research Centre 
Cnr West Ave & Ferguson St  (P O Box 371) 
Glen Innes NSW 2370 
Australia 
 
Phone:  (02) 6732 1035  
Email:  museum@gleninneshistory.com.au  OR 
 research@gleninneshistory.com.au 
Website: www.beardieshistoryhouse.info 
 
The Historical Society meets 2nd Monday of each month  at 9.30am 

From the Research Centre... 

The number of research requests continues to increase and 
we can usually answer those that concern any history of 
Glen Innes and district.  As well, being part of a wonderful 
network of historical and family history societies, we are 
able to direct people to the resources for other areas. 
 
Our huge holdings contain, amongst many other resources, 
photographs, certificates, reminiscences, title deeds and 
eulogies that we have either been given outright, or have 
had permission to copy.  
 
Often at a funeral  the congregation hears so much about 
someone's life that they did not know before from a eulogy 
that has been carefully compiled and we are keen to 
preserve these memories. 
   
Paper-based materials particularly, with incorrect storage, 
can become damaged or destroyed.   
 
We do request to please think of the Historical Society and 
the Museum and ask us first before anything is burnt or 

taken to the dump. 
 
Our Museum of displays made up entirely from the Glen 
Innes area, is the picture book and the research section 
contains much of the information for the text and stories that 
bring these items alive. 
 
Every fragment of information helps to make up the fabric of 
what has taken place in the area.  Recently, from a death 
certificate we had been sent (of a member of a Smith family 
who had died in Glen Innes Hospital in 1877), the name of 
the informant on the certificate gave us the first clue that the 
name of the first matron was not just "Mrs Bewley", but 
"Mrs Frances Emerson Bewley", and with this additional 
information, we are now able to research her family. 
 
And finally, our hearty congratulations to Judith Grieve of 
Armidale on her award of an Order of Australia medal, in 
recognition of her services to the Armidale community - 
much of this service to do with the local history. 

At the Glen Innes Examiner Business Awards 
night held on 7th September, the Museum won the 
"Community Tourism" award. 
 
As well, our Duty Clerk Tracey Stiles, won the 
"Pride of Workmanship" award.  A well-deserved 
award it was too.  Well done team. 
 
Well done too, to the staff at the Examiner office 
for their professionalism in organizing this 
prestigious event. 

Museum takes out award…. 
Catering update…. 

Our catering ladies have been doing a fantastic job for years, 
looking after tour groups, meetings, morning teas and much 
else. 
 
We are trying to attract more coaches to visit us and this may 
mean more catering.  As there is not a schedule for the 
catering events, it often happens that the ladies run just a bit 
low on workers and would love to have more volunteers.  
 
The work is very irregular but the people you work with are 
lovely, as are all the visitors to the Museum - who are thrilled 
with the friendly service and "normal" food. 
 
If you feel that you might like to help out, just give us a ring 
on 6732 1035 and have a chat.  We will then line you up with 
one of the catering crew and you can discuss it all with them. 


