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Land of the Beardies 

History House Museum 

and Research Centre 

The Historical Society held its AGM on Monday 17th 
July. The office bearers for 2010/2011 are:  
Patrons:  
Mr Ron Robinson, Mrs Jean Potter, Mrs Marie Wharton, 
Miss Jeannie Ross Fraser 
President:  
Mr Colin Price 
Secretary/Public Officer:  
Mr Peter Lisberg 
1st Vice President:  
Mrs Valmae Burey 
2nd Vice President:  
Mrs Zoe Boyd Law 
Treasurer:  
Mrs Dulcie Banks 
Research Centre Co-ordinator:  
Mrs Eve Chappell 
 
Congratulations to all the above in being returned. 
 
Income for the financial year ended June 2010 was 
$165,886 (included in this income was a grant in the 
amount of $102,000 for the new roof) and Expenditure 
$167,737(the amount of $102,000 being the grant). 
 

We have cheated a bit and are using a wireless connection 
for some but this is not sustainable. 
 
Thinking forward, it is time to re-design the system as we 
are bound to want to increase the capacity in the near 
future and some new applications will not operate on the 
ancient XP platform.  Therefore it looks as if we will have 
to upgrade to Windows 7. This is not a drama as we have 
access to software through Donortec at about $10 a copy. 
The problem comes with our hardware. All computers are 
upgraded to and sometimes beyond their capacities and 
only a couple can accommodate the 1Gb of Ram required 
to operate Windows 7. All are single core which today is 
"stone age" stuff. 
 
See where we are going? 
 
Well, it is possible to buy job lots of very good and suitable 
computers from E-Bay for about $2500 for 10. We have 
screens and all other peripheries here.  The next step is to 
upgrade our main file programme "FileMaker". We are 
currently on FileMaker 5 which is totally outdated, almost 
at capacity and no longer supported. We need "FileMaker 
11 Pro", onto which all our data can simply be dragged and 
which should hopefully last us a decade or so.  Cost of this 
is about $3000. 
 
When Peter wrote the article back in May this year, our 
systems were working well and looked to be okay for a 
while but already we are looking at having to raise about 
$6000 in order to stay in the race and keep doing what we 
are doing. The calls on the research section are growing 
apace and technology is now the name of the game. 
 
We did hope to receive a grant from the National Library 
for the FileMaker upgrade but this fell through, so we shall 
now trawl through all the other avenues. 
 
As we progress in transferring all the index cards onto the 
computer (we are currently up to the "E's") and scanning 
all the photographs (now up to 6000) with at least another 
4000 to go, it will be vital that History House has upgraded 
and updated computer software and hardware to handle 
such data and to speed up the retrieval of information to 
be instantly at the fingertips. 
 

Annual General Meeting 

 

Computer Hardware & Software 

Some of you may have read Peter 
Lisberg's article on IT or "Irritating 
Thingies" in the last Bulletin.  To 
show you just how fast things 
move and how irritating it can 
become, outlined is our current 
predicament. 
 
In order to be able to use printers from various 
computers and in order for the computers to be able to 
talk to each other, we have established a network 
through a network switch with 8 ports.  That means that 
we can connect 8 computers and/or printers to the 
system. Our operating system is Windows XP-Pro, which 
will accommodate 10 ports, which we need by now as 
we have 7 computers and 3 printers on the network. 



Hours of Business: 
Mon - Fri  10.00am-12.00nn    1.00pm-4.00pm 

Weekends 1.00pm-4.00pm both days 

Long Weekends 9.00am-4.00pm 

 

Groups at any time by prior arrangement 

 

Closed: 

Good Friday, Anzac morning, Xmas Eve and Xmas Day 

Research: 
Appointments essential - phone, write or email 

Land of the Beardies History House Museum & Research Centre 

Cnr West Ave & Ferguson St  (P O Box 371) 

Glen Innes NSW 2370 

Australia 

 

Phone:  (02) 6732 1035       Fax:  (02) 6732 1035 

Email:  gleninneshistory@auzzie.net 

Website: www.beardieshistoryhouse.info 

 

The Historical Society meets 2nd Monday of each month  at 9.30am 

Your Museum is going Solar! ABC Regional Museum Awards 

It is with great sadness that we report the loss of special 
and valued members and friends of the Historical Society. 
 
Val Churchill, a loyal volunteer with the Museum and its 
catering department;  Lil Tucker, just turned 100 years, a 
long-time member of the Historical Society;  Dr R Robertson
-Cuninghame, a long-time member; Rick Brown, a Life 
Member of the Society and one of  the "Dad's Army" group 
and Heide Klingbeil, who was the instigator in setting up 
the computer software to enable the Historical Society to 
commence putting the index cards and the photographs 
onto the computer database. 
 
To all the families, we extend our deepest sympathy. 

Your Museum received a commendation in this year's 
awards. We were quite chuffed about that and a 
certificate is proudly displayed in the foyer. 

Faces in the Street Exhibition at the Museum 

We are currently holding  exhibitions of photographs 
"Faces in the Street" and "Schools of Yesteryear" which  
will be on show until after December 2010. 

Given the huge increase in electricity costs, we have 
decided to spend some of our reserves and install a 5Kw 
solar system on the Museum. It will cover two of the 
north-facing roofing areas and will only be visible from 
the top floor of the "new" hospital. The project has the 
approval of our Heritage Advisor, Mr Graham Wilson 
OAM. The total cost of all this is about $18,000 but for 
about the next 7 years it will pay for all our power and 
provide a profit on top, due to the Federal Government's 
policies in this area.  Thereafter it will pay for most of the 
power consumed.  We currently spend more than $4000 
per annum on power, so it will be a great saving. 

And finally…... 

Recruitment Drive nets more volunteers! 

During our recent plea in the Examiner, we were 
pleased to welcome some more volunteers.  Annette 
McCormack (retired Nurse) is assisting Jeannie Ross 
Fraser and Sandra Ingram in accessioning and also in the 
Hospital section of the Museum; Dudley Holder has 
taken over duties in the garden and is doing a 
magnificent job in tidying up, weeding, spraying and 
generally making the gardens come alive again.  Helen 
Really has settled in to weekend roster duty, as has 
Chris Jones & Lisa Faulkner, newcomers to our town, to 
help with roster duty and generally helping where 
needed. 

Missing your June 2010 Bulletin magazine?? 

If you have not yet received the June 2010 Bulletin 
magazine, it may be because you have forgotten to 
renew your subscription.  We still have 8 members who 
have not yet paid. 

Christmas Present Suggestion 

Keeping Family Treasures, by Elizabeth Masters & Ian 
Batterham, NAA, 2010, 151 pages and B&W and 
coloured illustrations, is available from us @ $24.95 
plus P&H—Qld $11; Vic $10; NSW & ACT $8.50; Tas 
$12.10 and WA $12.60. 
 
"...The book provides clear and helpful preservation 
advice from National Archives conservators...chapters 
include caring for letters and personal papers, 
photographs and albums, diaries and notebooks, 
scrapbooks and precious objects and textiles….a range 
of contributors including Margaret Fulton...offered a 
special family object of their own for preservation 
advice. (Includes listings of conservation material 
suppliers). 
 

We have a range of local histories for sale as well 


