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Land of the Beardies 

History House Museum 

and Research Centre 

100 Years on Grey Street - Volume 2 

now available...  

Launched in December 2013, Volume 2 of the Grey 

Street businesses over a period of 100 years is 

available for purchase through the History House.  

We take this opportunity to thank Howard 

Eastwood, the co-author of these publications for his 

time and effort in putting together a pictorial of 

Glen Innes' businesses in the central business 

district over this period.   

 

 The Historical Society has been able to provide the 

photographs and snippets of information; also 

acknowledgement to members of the community 

who also provided photographs. 

 

This year we are working on the businesses in the 

side streets of the CBD which will include Ferguson 

St, Meade St, Bourke Street, Wentworth Street and 

Lang Street. It is anticipated that this volume will be 

available at the end of the year. 

 

As much as humanly possible, we have endeavored 

to make this volume as correct as possible but 

inevitably with a publication such as this, there will 

be some errors which we will try to rectify in future 

re-runs. 

Pam Baskett, one of our new volunteers has kindly taken 

on the role of  the roster for door duty.  It is usually left 

to the same volunteers to step in when needed and it 

would be good to have a ready reserve to assist and  give 

the "regulars" a well deserved break. 

 

If you, or you know of anyone who would be interested 

in doing door duty over some of the weekends or to fill 

in, would you kindly let Pam know if you can help on 

any of these days. Her phone number is: (02) 6734 7152 

 

Volunteers for door duty….. 

Farewell Clare…. 

We try to hang on to our valued and 

valuable volunteers but alas, sometimes 

it is not possible.  This is the case with 

Clare who has been with us for 10 

years, mainly assisting in the research 

section, but also helping out wherever 

needed - catering, door duty, sewing, 

and any number of other roles.  Clare 

has decided to return home to sugar 

cane country up north, to be nearer 

family. 

 

Clare, you will be missed and we wish 

you all the best in Far North 

Queensland where at least it will be warm enough for you.  

Lots of love from us all. 

Tourist Signs... 

After years of debate, the Museum has finally been 

approved as a tourist destination, worthy of having 

proper tourist signs erected, directing visitors to us. The 

signs will be on the New England Highway, north and 

south, and the Gwydir Highway, coming east from 

Inverell.  We anticipate that this will make the Museum 

much easier to find and hopefully it will boost our visitor 

numbers. 



Hours of Business: 
Mon - Fri  10.00am-12.00nn    1.00pm-4.00pm 

Weekends 1.00pm-4.00pm both days 

Long Weekends 9.00am-4.00pm 

 

Groups at any time by prior arrangement 

 

Closed: 

Good Friday, Anzac morning, Xmas Eve and Xmas Day 

Research: 
Appointments preferred - phone, write or email 

Land of the Beardies History House Museum & Research Centre 

P O Box 371 (cnr West Ave & Ferguson St) 

Glen Innes NSW 2370 

Australia 

 

Phone:  (02) 6732 1035  

Email:  museum@gleninneshistory.com.au  OR 

 research@gleninneshistory.com.au 

Website: www.beardieshistoryhouse.info 

 
The Historical Society meets 2nd Monday of each month  at 9.30am 

To increase our research capabilities and services, Col 

Dempsey will soon start working on renovations to the 

Research Centre area and we are also planning to 

subscribe to Ancestry. 

 

As this is the Celtic Festival Year of Cornwall we would 

like to hear from all Cornish descendants in the area. 

 

WISH LIST. Please, does anyone know where we can 

find: 

 

1. Four school desks – ideally the type with ink wells 

and squeaky raise-up seats to add to the school room to 

help with teaching with quills, slate boards and  nib pens. 

 

2.    Access to a Freezer Room/large freezer for large 

items. Everything we are given must be frozen for at 

least 72 hours and occasionally our own freezer cannot 

accommodate the bigger things. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Saturday February 8th  4.30pm - “Music in the 

Museum” Wine & Cheese. Performance by Dave Moore 

from “Welder’s Dog”. New Displays – Junior Heritage in 

Verse entries and recital of her winning verse by 

Alexandra Millar.  Costume Room- Marriages  in the 

1930s and 1950s. Fundraiser for renovations to the 

Research Centre.  Entry $10. 

 
Thursday March 13th  New England Chapter MgNSW 

are  planning a Machinery Workshop at McCrossin’s 

Mill, Uralla. 

 

Saturday April 12th  & 13th   RAHS New England North 

West Affiliated Societies annual conference will be held 

at Narrabri. 

 

Saturday  April 26th Inverell District Family History 

Group Seminar  “World War 1 – 100 Years On” and 30th 

Birthday Dinner. info@inverellfamilyhistoy.org.au 

 

Great opportunities for learning and networking!.  For 

more details Email: research@gleninneshistory.com.au 

or phone 6732 1035. 

Research Centre happenings…. More storage facilities soon to be delivered 

With thanks to the persistence of Peter Lisberg, we have 

been finally able to obtain a grant for a shipping container.  

After preparation of the area, the container will be 

delivered and appropriate shelving and lighting will be 

fitted.   

 

The container will be weatherproof and will be able to hold 

much of the overload of material held at the Museum. 

Dave Baskett is busy in the machinery shed and with the 

help of Clive Pevy, is making sure the machines are well 

oiled and in good order. 

 

Richard Foote has come on board and will be attending to 

some painting of outdoor chairs. 

For the diary…. 

Maintenance matters…. 

You have mail…. 

Many of you have now requested to receive the newsletter by 

email.  This newsletter will be sent to all members, in PDF 

form, that have provided their email address.   

 

And…. Whilst on the subject of mail, we have been having 

trouble in receiving certain correspondence from our Post 

Office because it is addressed to: Corner West Avenue and 

Ferguson Street.  If at all possible, please use the P O Box 371 

Glen Innes NSW 2370 address. 

Finally….. 
 

Sometimes a small thing really brings it home to you why we 

do what we do.  A short while ago a bus group visited the 

Museum.  One lady came out of the Portrait Gallery corridor 

in tears and when asked what was wrong, she explained that 

she had just seen a photograph of her late father, aged 18 

months, which she had never previously seen.  Sure enough, 

there on the wall is a photo of a nuggety cherub in a 

dishevelled singlet, ready to take on the world.  Of course, we 

provided the lady with a copy of the photograph and both she 

and the rest of the bus group spoke of little else for the rest of 

the visit. 

mailto:info@inverellfamilyhistoy.org.au


 

Circular to Members 
 

 

 

Home Phone: 02 6734 7152 

 

Mobile: 0434 537 795 or 0434 536 323 
 
 
 

Dear Friend, 
 

As you may remember I have taken over the glorious duties of Roster Clerk for the Land of the 

Beardies History House Museum & Research Centre in Glen Innes. 
 

May I take this opportunity of saying thank you to all of you who have helped me out over the 

Christmas and New Year period. 
 

Lately we have lost a few of our valued volunteers; they feel quite rightfully they have done 

their bit, and I agree; whilst being endlessly grateful for their unpaid valued work.  Now  we are 

in a bit of trouble – we are running short of volunteers for the front desk. 
 
 

As you may know the museum is open 1pm to 4 pm on Saturdays and Sundays and 9 am to 4 

pm on Public Holidays.  Volunteers always work in teams of 2 or more and I am more than 

happy to give you orientation before you embark on the adventure with a pal.  There is an 

extensive Handbook and Guide to refer to when needed and you are able to call Peter Lisberg or 

Eve Chappell or even myself if needed. 
 

Should you feel that this may be something in which you could assist please call me or the 

museum and we will make time for you to come and have a look and answer any questions you 

may have, or you could just 'pop in' and have a chat to our Duty Clerk  Jenny McAuslan or 

anyone else you fancy ! 
 

I have put all my contact details at the top of this letter so you are sure to get hold of me 

somehow, and of course the museum's number is 6732 1035 or email 

museum@gleninneshistory.com.au. 
 

All that remains is for me to wish you and your families a happy and healthy New Year.  May 

all your dreams come true in 2014. 
 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

Pam Baskett 


