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Our “show and tell” of war memorabilia was absolutely fabulous. So much variety and interesting 
displays. War records, personal letters and photos which evoke such emotion, forever treasured 
and held so dear. Other  practical innovative exhibits such as ashtrays and other objects made from 
ammunition shells displayed by Russell Scott from his father and grandfather who were in France 
and New Guinea.  Recycling at its best.  A 1929 swivel saddle fully mounted with bridle, an emu 
plume from a hat worn by Lighthorsemen, all in beautiful condition displayed by Trixie & Barry 
Newberry.  When Jeannie Ross Fraser was nursing in the early 50’s, she met Marcel de Sauter who 
was an Airman in both wars, then later an engineer who went on to invent the first metal artificial 
limb as he was unhappy with his wooden one.  Valmae Bury had memorabilia from her uncle Flt 
Commander & Squadron leader Cyril Williams, who received the “Sword of Honour” at Point 
Cook for best cadet of the year.  Eve Chappell displayed a pair of spurs from the museum,        
from the battle of Waterloo, very savage, not surprising war horses galloped over people.                    
Patric Millar advised on research information for war records & how to think outside the box.   
Garek Fysch, who’s ancestors came to Australia from Germany late 19th century showed war     
records from each country.  Marie Wharton showed records, photo & an engraved watch presented 
to her father by the people of Kempsey.  A huge thank you to all who so graciously shared such 
personal and precious treasures. The stories with the memorabilia make it all so fascinating,        
we look forward to our next “show & tell”. 

The opening of the costume room “Australians at War”, an excellent and evocative display, was 
held on Saturday 18th April, with Jeannie Ross Fraser making a speech for the official opening.    
It will be on display until October and is well worth seeing.                                                       
Thanks to Jenny Anderson & Di McLachlan for all their hard work. 

The Celtic Festival was a huge success despite a little rain to muddy the waters.  The music was 
great & the pipes were fabulous.  No matter where you were on the hill you could hear the pipes in 
the background to transport you back to another time and place.  So perfect.  The medieval village 
and costumed inhabitants added to the atmosphere along with the mock battles, very entertaining. 
The “Kirking of the Tartan” was a very moving ceremony with the minister making a poignant 
speech and prayers.   
The overflow effect to the Museum numbers was very good, also our Welsh Night - cakes, biscuits 
& soups being very popular.  If anyone would like a copy of the Welsh recipes, there are some still 
available from the office. 

Courtesy of  Glen Innes From Above 



Pam Grimes has our facebook  up and running, a great  asset to our museum.  We’ve had a lot of               
interest so please feel free to have a look at  www.facebook.com/gidhs  A big thank you to Pam.  

Replacing the nurse’s home roof over our very valuable storage area, has unfortunately come to a  
halt. We now find the amount of work to be done has far exceeded our expectations, therefore unless 
we get more government funding or a big donation, sadly our roof will not be replaced in the near 
future. 

The Museum office now have poppys in the form of lapel pins, poppy bobby pins, large poppy 
badge & poppy wreath badge for sale ranging in price from $7 to $10.    

Leading the street procession of the Celtic festival was the “Men’s shed” truck  “Ruby” driven by 
Bill Challen, with the Welsh dragon on the roof and war memorabilia in the back.  Gordon Taylor is 
the soldier in uniform along with Nathan Desfosses, Bethany and Amelia Bowman who organised 
the war regalia. 

Gordon Taylor, President of the Glen Innes RSL sub-branch and member Peter Campbell, on May 
15, presented a very generous $1,000 cheque toward the publication of the museum Bulletin to     
Annette Fearnley and Jenny Sloman, former and present editors of this publication.  

Some of the Glen Innes Examiner has just been put on “Trove”, an on-line site to access  newspapers 
old and new, available for all to browse through at your leisure. “Trove” is created and maintained 
by the National Library of Australia. 

“Kurrajongs” re-enactment march honouring WW1 volunteers, commemorating 100 years, at             
Inverell January 10th 2016, followed by events & activities at the Inverell Pioneer Village.           
Any inquiries to www.inverellremembers.org.au  more info later. 

Our next monthly meeting will be held 8th June at 9.30, all members are welcome. 

Trish McCombe   editor                         

Membership subscription are now due.   Families  - $25 Pensioner/seniors  - $15 
         Singles  -   $20 Pensioner couples  - $15 


