
Many of  you will know that Lex Ritchie, the Historical 

Society’s President, passed away on 3rd December 2007. 

Lex was President of the Historical Society for 6 years and 

during this time, the museum grew into what it is today.  

Lex had an extensive knowledge of the area and its people 

and was always on hand to impart that knowledge and 

assistance. 

To Robin and his family, our sincere sympathies.  He will 

always be remembered by us, both as a friend and a 

stalwart of the History House. 

The Historical Society has planted two trees in the grounds 

and plaques will be beside these trees to remember a 

wonderful man who gave his time and energy to ensure the 

museum functioned to benefit us all.  
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The passing of our President 

Maintenance—Research—Digitising of archival records continues…... 

respectively, while Sandra Perkins writes up cards from The 

Examiner newspapers. 

 

Our catering girls—Valmae Burey, Jennifer Hamel, Sandra 

Ingram, Sue Cambage do a wonderful job, looking after the 

tour bus groups who come to visit. 

 

So to one and all—a big thank you for giving of your time to 

make the museum run smoothly and efficiently. 

Maintenance continues on a daily basis. Barry Slee has 

been busy building new tables to display tools, plus 

painting of railings around the courtyard. 

 

We welcome Allen Russell who has involved himself in 

the machinery shed, clearing it out and re-organizing the 

machinery. Together with Clive Pevy they are working on 

the tractors and motors, servicing them and running the 

motors. Ric Brown continues to wage war on the weeds. 

 

Eve Chappell and Mary Lamplough continue to provide 

research information for people tracing their family 

history with great assistance from Clare West. 

 

In the Library, Chris Orr continues reorganizing all our 

reference books. 

 

Jeannie Ross Fraser and Sandra Ingram are busily 

photographing all medical equipment and putting this 

information into a database. 

 

Heide Klingbeil and Annette Fearnley continue to transfer 

the handwritten index cards onto a database and digitize 

all the photographs and cards onto the database 
Allen sorting  and moving equipment in the machinery shed 



Hours of Business: 
Mon - Fri  10.00am-12.00nn    1.00pm-4.00pm 

Weekends 1.00pm-4.00pm both days 

Long Weekends 9.00am-4.00pm 

 

Groups at any time by prior arrangement 

 

Closed: 

Good Friday, Anzac morning, Xmas Eve and Xmas Day 

Research: 
Appointments essential - phone, write or email 

Land of the Beardies History House Museum & Research Centre 
Cnr West Ave & Ferguson St  (P O Box 371) 
Glen Innes NSW 2370 
Australia 
 
Phone:  (02) 6732 1035       Fax:  (02) 6732 1035 
Email:  gleninneshistory@auzzie.net 
Website: www.beardieshistoryhouse.info 
 
The Historical Society meets 2nd Monday of each month  at 9.30am 

Historical Society Achievement Award Australia Day….. 

The Historical Society was thrilled to receive 

the Achievement Award on Australia Day 

2008 under the category “Voluntary 

Community Organisation of the Year”. This 

award was jointly won by both the Historical 

Society and the Glen Innes Opportunity 

Shop.   

 

To the Opportunity Shop ladies we 

congratulate you all on achieving this 

award—well deserved.  Moneys received by 

the Opportunity Shop are distributed back 

into the community each year. 

 

Remember, the museum is there for all of us 

to enjoy and learn about the history of this 

town and its people and we welcome any 

new volunteers—whether you’re a “local” or 

have just arrived to live in Glen Innes. 

Eve Chappell accepting the award from Lauchlan McIntosh. 

Rebuilding of Somerset Cottage….. 

As we reported in our December 2007 issue, Somerset  Cottage (originally Somerset maternity 

hospital) at 79 Lambeth St was totally destroyed by fire.  Since then, insurance moneys have been 

received and during our December meeting, it was agreed that we would rebuild a 3 bedroom cottage 

and rent it out. This will give the Historical Society a regular monthly income which will assist in 

general maintenance and upkeep of our museum. Contracts with Austam Homes have now been signed 

and the deposit paid and it is anticipated the house will be completed in the latter part of this year. 

Articles needed!! 
 

Annette Fearnley, the Editor of our yearly Bulletin magazine, is always on the lookout for articles 

suitable for the Bulletin magazine, reflecting life in the past in Glen Innes and its surrounds. If you 

would like to contribute, please send your article (and photo) to Annette at the address below. Deadline 

for editorial is end April 2008. The Bulletin is printed and distributed at the end of June. 


